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WARRANT 
 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

Know all persons by these present 
that the Annual Meeting of 

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
NORWOOD, MASSACHUSETTS 

will be held on 
 

Sunday, January 27, 2019 
 

At 11:00 a.m. in the Church Undercroft, Russell Hall. The 
purpose of the meeting shall be to receive the Reports of the 
Officers and Organizations of the Parish; to elect Officers and 
Delegates for the terms specified for their offices as stated in the 
By-Laws of the Parish; and to conduct such other business as may 
lawfully come before this meeting. All baptized persons, sixteen 
(16) years of age or older, who acknowledge in writing the 
authority of the By-Laws of the Parish and who declares his or 
her intention to aid in maintaining public worship therein by 
regular attendance at such worship and who are contributors of 
record, are entitled to voice and vote. 
 

    
Debra Nedder    David Button 

 Senior Warden   Junior Warden 
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AGENDA FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Sunday, January 27, 2019 
  

  

 

1. Opening Prayers                                              

2. Welcome Words         

3. Reading of the Warrant 

4. Certification of a Quorum by Clerk of the Vestry 

5. Review of Minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting 

6. Wardens’ Report 

7. Treasurer’s Report for 2018 

8. Presentation of Budget for 2019  

9. Commissions and Organizations Reports 

10. Report of the Nominating Committee 

11. Election of Officers and Vestry Members 

12. Benediction and Adjournment 
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GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 

JANUARY 28, 2018 
(To be voted for approval at annual meeting 1/27/2019) 

 

I. Father John opened the meeting with a Prayer at 11:05 a.m. 
 
II. Welcome Words 
 
III. Reading of the Warrant  
 
IV. Certification of a Quorum by Clerk of the Vestry 
 
V. Review of Vestry Minutes for 2017 
Motion to approve minutes as written: 1st Manny Bravo, 2nd Eric Bedard. Motion  Approved. 
 
Rector’s Report 
Father John presented his Report during the 9:30 a.m. service. He noted that, once again, we had a very 
successful year in terms of increasing revenue and participation in events.   The summer Yard Sale and 
Electronics Recycling Day, Cookie Walk and bake sales were very successful.  The Christmas Tree and 
Wreath sales exceeded expectations. He thanked all volunteers who answered the call when the trucks 
arrived to unload  and those who stood outside in the cold to sell.   As usual, the Souper Bowl of Caring, 
Socks for the Homeless and the Food Pantry Walk highlighted the generosity of  our Grace Church 
family. We introduced a couple of new fundraisers this year. The annual drive to raise funds for St. Rock 
Haiti took a different path this year but the proceeds still allowed Grace Church to fulfill its mission to 
assist those who are in need.  We also enjoyed a Wine Tasting that was fun and interesting and added to 
our coffers. 
Father John pointed out that the parish is a living, breathing entity that changes all the time.  We lost 
beloved parishioners and our Sunday School has diminished, but other gifts have come to us. He talked 
about the Lenten Program and his Sabbatical.  He closed saying “our parish has changed its profile and 
face over this last year to present a visage that shows forth the face of God to the community, and to our 
country in 2018.” 
 
Wardens’ Report 
David Button, our new Junior Warden presented the report. He told us that he is learning a lot about how 
the Parish operates in terms of the physical plant as well as administratively.  He is leading the Memorials 
Committee and working to bring the Book of Remembrance up to date.  He also researched how we could 
get better printing services at a lower cost and was able to resolve the issue.  He and the Senior Warden 
discussed the state of the pond in the Sunken Garden especially the fountain.  The pond itself needs 
attention. He closed by thanking those who had faith in his ability to perform the task of Junior Warden 
despite the lack of prior experience and promised to do his best to do more in CY2018. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Carol Johnson began by thanking Carolyn Escher, Assistant Treasurer, for all her hard work.  She also 
noted that when Carolyn couldn’t be in the office, she developed a backup system of people who stepped 
in. Consequently, reports were prepared on time and with correct figures and information. Carol said that 
she couldn’t do her job without her.  Carol went on to say that she had been involved with other churches 
and to see the way that Grace operates is refreshing.  She reported that she finds it exciting to compare the 
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budgets and see that we brought in more revenue than we actually had budgeted.  A thank you was given 
to people who backed up the financial team including counters, the Investment Committee and others. 
Carol emphasized that the Financial books are the Congregation’s books and are open for perusal at any 
time. Carol asked if anyone  had any questions.  Paula King inquired about funding for music and why 
there was nothing budgeted.  A discussion around this issue along with other funding for Music and organ 
ensued.  Bob Parsons reminded us that if each fund has a specific description for fund definition we 
cannot deviate from that definition.  If few do, we have to rewrite the description.  The Vestry will discuss 
this at the Vestry Retreat.   
 
Motion to accept Treasurer’s Report. 1st Karen Stanley, 2nd Deb Morton. Unanimously Approved. 
 
Commission Reports: (see 2017 Annual Report). Motion to  
Accept 1st Bob Parsons, 2nd Eric Bedard. Approved. 
 
Report of Nominating Committee 
Father John referred us to the slate of nominees, terms and term limits. He noted that it is important to 
have institutional memory as well as individuals who bring new ideas working together on Vestry.  
Nomination Committee Report Accepted by Acclaim.    
 
Other Business: Father John presented thank you gifts to outgoing Vestry members, Deb Morton and Liz 
Pierce.  Dorothy Sabourin and Katherine Wharton were not present. They will receive their gifts at a later 
date. 
 
Motion to Adjourn: 1st Fran Mannino, 2nd Nancy Fleming. 
Adjournment at 11:40 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Jarrell, Clerk of the Vestry 
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SUMMARY OF 2018 VESTRY MEETING MINUTES 
 
JANUARY 

• Father John and Rev. Amanda Warner, pastor of the Lutheran Church, officiated at the Blue 
Christmas Service on December 16, 2017 at Grace Church.   Palm crosses and prayer cards were 
given out to the attendees who numbered between 20 and 24.  The Lutheran congregation will host 
this service next December. 

• Manny Bravo is meeting with the Youth Group twice a month in preparation for Confirmation.  A 
retreat for the boys and girls is scheduled for March 16 and 17 at the Barbara C. Harris camp in 
Greenfield, NH. 

• The Souper Bowl of Caring will take place on February 4.  The Youth Group will be on hand to 
request and collect donations. 

• The Vestry unanimously approved the 2018 budget.  The Treasurer will present the financial 
sheets at the Vestry Retreat in February. 

• Thirty-Nine pledges were received for a total of $73,973 in total.  Pledges are decreasing at a rate 
of $100/pledge. 

 
FEBRUARY 

• The Vestry discussed the possibility of having a Youth Group representative serve as a member.  
This would foster an early interest in how Grace Church is governed,  

• Our Church Secretary has prepared the Parish Directory including updated home and email 
addresses and phone numbers.  The Directory can be found up on any of the media tables and is 
available to all parishioners and guests. 

• Unfortunately, attendance at our Fellowship events is decreasing. We will look at the timing of the 
events as well as assessing our goals in sponsoring them.  Perhaps we might create a survey sheet 
so Parish members can have input into suggesting what would interest them and indicate their 
interest in leading this effort. Asking people to get involved lets them know they are important and 
may pave the way to more participation, 

• Fortunately, we can report that our Education for Ministry (EFM) class and our Post60 monthly 
luncheon are very well attended.   

• We want everyone to feel comfortable when they are faithfully participating in Church activities. 
To this end, we are looking into purchasing cushioned chairs for meetings held in Russell Hall. 
 

MARCH   

• As usual, the Vestry will host an Easter Brunch between the 8:00 a.m. and the 10:30 a.m. service 
for the choir and musicians who work so hard to provide the beautiful gift  of music to the parish.  

• The Church Facebook Page is up and running. This is the way we get the word out about what is 
going on at Grace.  Information about upcoming events and photos taken at the event can be 
shared with others who might not be acquainted with our ministry. In addition, our Church website 
has become mobile friendly and the Schedule of Events is more interactive. 

 

• The Sunday school put together Easter Baskets to be given to the Food Pantry.  As in the past, this 
activity was possible through donations of canned goods and other surprises. 

 

• The Youth Group is participating in a Spring Planting project with John Stanley to make our 
Church grounds even more beautiful. 
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• We took in donations in the amount $264 and lots of canned goods for the Food Pantry through 
our Souper Bowl of Caring. We do this as part of a national effort every Super Bowl Sunday to 
provide for those who, for various reasons, cannot do so for themselves. 
 

APRIL 

• The annual Easter Egg Hunt was fun and successful   The Youth Group parents participated and 
the girls and boys are beginning to take ownership of the activities.   

• Katherine Wharton will host our second annual Tea Party at her home on June 2.  This event is 
open to all parishioners so look for further information in the bulletin.  Hats and gloves are not 
required, but are certainly welcome!! 

• Grace Church was among parishes highlighted on the Diocesan website. A photo of our Easter 
Vigil, most notably, a picture of Father John lighting the Paschal Candle, was posted. 

• The Parish Calendaring Meeting will be held on Sunday, May 6.  We invite anyone who has ideas 
about events and their possible dates to attend.  All suggestions will be considered. 

• Our Sunday school children were very active in the Easter Week activities.  Touching the crown 
of thorns and carrying the Cross helped them to understand the story of the Passion and 
Resurrection. 

 
MAY 

• Interested in finding out what’s going on in the Episcopal community throughout the United 
States?  Tracey Johnson, our Social Media and Communications person, suggests you take a look 
at a website called www.episcopalcafe.com .  This website includes podcasts and articles about the 
Church and its leaders. 

• Our Outreach group is investigating new opportunities to do good work in the community.  There 
are several possible ways to share our resources.  The committee will produce a survey to 
parishioners can participate in the process. 

• June 10 will be the changeover date for our Summer Worship Schedule. This means that Coffee 
Hour will move from Russell Hall to the Fowler Room for lighter fare and cooler space. 

• The Stewardship Committee considering selling tree ornaments during our Christmas tree 
fundraiser.  Proceeds from the Ornament Sale would go to a local charity; Outreach will look into 
matching funds from a Deanery Grant for this project. 

 
JUNE NO MEETING  
 
JULY 

• Visit Facebook to view some pictures from Father John’s Sabbatical.  His journey is taking him so 
many different places and he is meeting many new friends. 

• Stewardship will be hosting Coffee Hour on the first Sunday in November. There will be literature 
and an informational talk about the importance of pledging,   

• Grace Church will again participate in Norwood Day.  We have made arrangements for table setup 
and there will be a signup sheet for anyone who would like to volunteer to staff the table.  This is a 
day is lots of fun and a great opportunity to meet say hi to your neighbors and meet new ones. 
 

AUGUST 

• Look for the Pledge Request letter in your mailbox.  In addition, Father John will deliver the 
Pledge Sermon on October 26. 
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• Grace Church is pleased to be hosting the Liturgy of Recovery for those who suffer from addiction 
and families and friends who are affected.  The services are scheduled to be held on the first 
Monday of October, November and December from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 

• Fall is almost upon us.  This means that the Blessing of the Backpacks and Sunday school classes 
will happen on September 9 and September 16, respectively. 

 
SEPTEMBER  

• The Young At Heart group is going on a road trip. On October 17, the group will visit 

• Forest Hills Cemetery.  The cemetery has many interesting stories to tell and there will be an 
historian on board our passenger van to guide us.  We will be brown bagging our lunch. 

 

• Father John suggested that we might consider a tour of the four earliest churches in Rhode Island, 
including a Jewish synagogue and Trinity Church.  May 2019 is the target date. 

• Continuing our travel theme, Father John is gauging interest in a possible hiking/biking pilgrimage 
to Canada.  He gave a presentation to interested parishioners to see if anyone would want to do 
this.  July 2019 is the likely date for this trip. 

• Our book bin vendor has changed to Helpsy.  Since this is a new entity, we’ve decided to give it a 
six month trial and then reevaluate at the end of the trial period. 

 
OCTOBER 

• Clean up Day will be held on October 20. An email and Facebook post will be going out this 
week. Saws, power tools are needed.  Come one, come all, we need everyone to pitch in.   

• The Liturgy of Recovery ministry went well.  Although it was a small gathering, it was very 
spiritual. 

• The Canadian Pilgrimage is seeing some interest.  Father Bill, who stepped in for Father John 
during his sabbatical, will be participating. Father John also said some of his Third Order friends 
may join up.  

• Father John provided us with a copy of a letter that we might send out asking for help in our 
various ministries. We could put it in Grace notes and Father John would preach a sermon on it. 
We need acolytes, new Altar Guild members, etc.  Perhaps parents of some of our new Sunday 
School students might be willing to volunteer their time if they can’t contribute financially.  
Participation is key and getting involved makes Grace an even more vibrant congregation than it 
already is. We can discuss this at our Annual Meeting.    

• It’s the most wonderful time of the year! The Christmas tree corral should be going up on 
November 17 and our Ornament Fundraiser for Norwood Library’s Literacy Program will launch. 
This ornament is made of 3 ¼ inch glass with an image of Morrill Library.   All profits would go 
to the Literacy Program. 
 

NOVEMBER 

• Our Fellowship Committee has been busy checking and restocking kitchen supplies as needed.  
Manny plans on placing signs around the kitchen reminding everyone to make sure they clean up 
after using it, 

• Clean Up Day was held October 20th.  John Stanley and Manny cut up a lot of branches and four 
truckloads went to the recycling center.  Everyone noted how great it looks outside.   

• In-Gathering is Sunday, November 18th.   Tracey volunteered to do a thermometer for a church 
visual for our $80,000 goal. 
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• The Vestry agreed to go back to one service on Christmas Eve to allow Fr. John to get back to his 
family and due to low attendance at 10 pm.   

• The Discover Book Bin is up and ready for receiving books.  The company helps the local 
community. 

• Fr. John reported some news from the Diocese. Our assessment should go down about $1,500 and 
we have a new person as cannon watching over us and the deaneries.  Carol Gallagher is the first 
Native American women to be made a Bishop. This will happen in January. 

• Fr. John also purchased an Angel in memory of Nancy Fleming per the Altar Guild, which will fit 
with the Nativity.  The money goes to the Christian mission in Palestine. 

• Tracey mentioned two proposals being reviewed and voted on:  one for a paid Director and one for 
a non-paid Director for the Food Pantry.  Fr. John also mentioned in the Food Pantry area water 
was coming in.   

• Debbie Nedder to chair the Cookie Walk this year to be held on December 8th. 
 

 
DECEMBER 
 

• We have provided dates and times of our Christmas services, information on trees/ornaments and 
Food Pantry toy/book drive to the local Norwood paper. The website has also been updated for 
service times. 

 

• A suggestion was made that we might sing the Our Father during our service.  The first Sunday of 
each month is a possibility.   

 

• Ten children are participating in Sunday school every week.  The space has been spruced up and is 
nice and clean and wonderful mats have been provided by Sue Breen.   

 

• Many generous people donated and covered the cost of the ornaments sold during our fundraiser 
for Morrill Library Adult Literacy Program.  157 were purchased with 37 given to the library, 
where they are doing well. Grace Church took the remaining 120 ornaments, of which 
approximately 70 have been sold to date.  It is all profit.   

 

• The Food Pantry Board reviewed two proposals and is moving forward with volunteer positions.  
They are looking for an Executive Director and Assistant Director, two positions at 20 hours per 
week.   

 

• The Cookie Walk/Gift Shoppe so far has collected $390 in cookie walk proceeds and $93 in gift 
shoppe proceeds. 

 

• Our Grace Church Annual Meeting will be convened on January 27, 2019. There will be one 
service at 9:30 a.m. on that Sunday.  We look forward to a good turnout. 
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RECTOR’S LETTER FOR 2018 
 

Work as if everything depended on you; pray as if everything depended on God. 

Ignatius of Loyola, Founder of the Jesuits 
 
It seems to me that in the first half of 2018, everything depended on human planning, and that planning 
and execution went off pretty well. However, in the second half of 2018, unforeseen events interrupted or 
almost interrupted our planning, making it repeatedly clear that everything depended on God. 
 
The first half of the year seemed to carry out the multi-leveled plans for my sabbatical of pilgrimage hikes 
and biking through Italy, Ireland, Scotland, and Quebec. To initiate the plan, retired Bishop Gordon 
Scruton came on February 17th and gave us a Saturday afternoon retreat overviewing the range of 
methods of prayer using Strength for the Journey: A Guide to Spiritual Practice by Renee Miller. 
Participants then voted on which methods they would like to hear more about through the Tuesday Lenten 
Study Program and at the two Lenten Young at Hearts luncheons. On Sunday April 29th those 
participating turned in pledges of prayer methods to be explored at home here during the summer while I 
was praying while walking and riding the pilgrim routes. All of this culminated on August 12th when we 
had a pizza lunch and regaled each other with stories of our individual spiritual summer journeys. 
 
The Confirmation Class traveled with Carol T. Johnson and me to a very lovely retreat at the Diocesan 
Barbara C. Harris Retreat Center. We continued our Sunday classes, which culminated with their Deanery 
Confirmation on May 5 at All Saints Ashmont Church. The Youth Group/Confirmation Class also put on 
a very nice Shrove Tuesday dinner along and participated in many events of Holy Week including the 
Easter Vigil Service we shared here with Emmanuel Lutheran Church. 
 
Our Education for Ministry one-room school house was able to finish all their lessons and conclude the 
year on May 7th with members studying in Year 1, 2, and 3.  
 
The Rev. William Graham arrived as planned on Pentecost May 20th to celebrate the Sunday services over 
the 12 weeks I would be out of the country, and nearby rectors were recruited to be on-call for emergencies. 
 
During my 12 week absence, I bombarded Tracey Johnson with emails and texts with attached 
photographs so that everyone could look at our Facebook page and answer the question: Where in the 

World is Father John? (It became even easier to give Tracey information when she and Yvonne met me in 
Assisi and we explored the city together.) 
 
Thus everything seemed to be going according to plan…until I crashed my bicycle somewhere between 
Dundee and Perth in the Scottish Highlands, ripping some shoulder tendons. Then a few hours later as my 
GPS began to run out of battery power, the front tire went flat, and the heavy bike with all my clothes and 
essentials in pack bags along the rear wheel seemed impossible to move and impossible to leave. 
 
That’s when God stepped in mightily—somehow I got a very hazy GPS signal and discovered a bicycle 
repair shop only ¼ mile away. Thus began the second half of the year when it was revealed over and over 
that everything depends on God. 

 
For example, I was in town recuperating from the European travels and preparing to explore the Quebec 
trail along the Saguenay Fjord. I had not yet returned to work in the parish when I received a message 
from Debbie Terry and Cathy Noble that our beloved Elizabeth Gliechauf was dying. They asked me to 
join them in the prayers for the dying at her bedside. Over a hundred people, including a judge who was 
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once her 3rd grade student, attended Elizabeth’s funeral. The judge unexpectedly rose to speak glowingly 
of Elizabeth’s work as an elementary school teacher—teaching one of the few women astronauts who, in 
turn, has an elementary school in Connecticut name after her. In September, Nancy Fleming was admitted 
to round-the-clock nursing care just as her sister Ethel (in a Yarmouth hospital) took a turn for the worst. 
Within two months, both sisters, key members of our Young at Hearts luncheons and so many other 
parish activities had passed. Mary Scott who had been suffering from Parkinson’s Disease died earlier in 
the year. Her funeral was attended with pipers from all over New England. (Mary was the Bass Drummer 
of St. Andrew's Ladies Pipe Band, and thus it was appropriate that Mary Scot, Flower of Yarrow was 
performed at her memorial service.) 
 
In a blessed Circle of Life counterpoint to these events, new families with young children and returning 
families with young children swelled our Sunday School far beyond expectations. Suddenly we had 
enthusiastic revivals of Kids Chapel, kids reading during services and helping out with the Advent Wreath 

candles. Our Sunday School collaborative of teachers, artists, and leaders (Elizabeth Pierce, Siuyien 
Mathews, Christina Wood, and Leslie Grant) were successful in working with this newly enlarged group 
of students. 
 
Five babies were baptized, including a very special double baptism of cousins Charlotte Elizabeth 
Loescher and August James Loescher. In the spirit of family unity, parents of one child were the 
godparents of the other and visa versa—meanwhile Grandfather Peter was the lay reader at the service, 
and Aunt Jessica read the Prayers for the Baptismal Candidates. Having celebrated the weddings of both 
couples, it was lovely to celebrate the next stage of their lives as parents. 
 
Deb Terry led our largest outreach effort, Be Safe, with her characteristic pinpoint planning. This week was 
celebrated in collaboration with Holy Spirit Church in Mattapan where children and youth from the inner 
city gathered for various activities. On October 17th, our Young at Hearts luncheon group went on a tour of 
Forest Hills Cemetery with a brown-bag picnic lunch alongside Lake Hibiscus. We want to thank Bishop 
Jean Luma of the Norwood Haitian Church of God for lending us his 15-passenger van and driving abilities 
for our trip. This very informative trip was led by Dee Morris, a knowledgeable tour guide. 
 
We did not hold the September Walk with Grace because of lack of interest. However, we were able to 
find a new Book Bin group to partner with in October so books are being collected, and those in good 
condition are donated to local libraries. John Stanley came up with a wholly new way to generated 
Outreach Funds by designing and purchasing Christmas tree bulbs generating $780 to be given directly to 
the Norwood Library Literacy Volunteers Program. Ed Gosselin discovered and fine-tuned a Eucharist, 
Recovery—12 Steps to Healing, that we tried experimentally on first Monday nights in October, 
November, and December. 
 
We almost did not hold the Cookie Walk or Christmas Shoppe- but Debbie Nedder stepped up and 
organized the Cookie Walk. A successful “Pay-What’s-Fair” box enabled the Christmas Shoppe to yield a 
couple hundred dollars while minimizing the drudgery of individually pricing items. 
 
Then during Christmas Season, we were reminded many times that God, not us, is in charge. For nearly 
30 years, we have had an ongoing relationship with a Christmas tree farm in Nova Scotia. Like 
clockwork, Bob Parson and John Stanley would submit our orders for trees and wreaths in October, and 
the trees would arrive around Thanksgiving. Bob and John’s experience over the decades of selling trees 
allowed them to predict sales day-by-day and week-by-week beyond any accuracy the Old Farmer’s 

Almanac can claim. This year, John’s calls and emails to the Nova Scotia farm were not answered until a 
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few weeks before Thanksgiving. It was at the last minute when he discovered that the farm would not be 
delivering trees or wreaths.  
 
This news had the making of a disaster financially because the proceeds from the tree sales play a very 
large role in balancing our budget. Moreover, this disaster of No Trees would affect our parish community 
where so many had already signed up for hours to sell trees. Most importantly, it would affect the fabric 
of the Norwood community because over 75% of our customers are repeat customers and buying trees at 
our church is their family annual tradition. 
 
But John was graced by God to persist, to think-outside-the-box, and to find a new supplier of trees even at 
such a late date. It took a lot of time, effort, hope and trust, but John was successful! The trees arrived close 
to the usual time and nearly at the number we were looking for—the impending disaster was averted.  
 
God kept making an appearance all through Christmas and the days of special services following. The 
only male voice for Christmas Eve was David Escher, but God (and Paula King) made it work. No 
designated readers for Lessons and Carols, no problem—choose volunteers to read from the pews with a 
wireless microphone. No designated readers for the Epiphany Lessons of the Magi, no problem—very 
young readers volunteered as did a number of old hands. Want to start the Scholarship Raffle on January 
1, and your master-mind, Deb Morton, is laid up at home healing from foot surgery? No problem—look 
for new volunteers to sell tickets. 
 
It’s nerve-racking for a parish like ours that likes to plan ahead and likes to be clear about expectations 
and volunteers. We like to be clear about what is within our reach and what isn’t. It’s nice to know which 
layperson will be offering a sermon upstairs while I am downstairs in the children’s chapel. It’s nice to 
depend upon the Altar Guild to decorate a Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter altar space to astonish the 
eye and gladden the heart. Most of the time, we can be clear, and we can schedule. 
But living only in that well-planned, scheduled way would make us nothing more than a well-oiled civic 
organization—not a blessed gathering of Episcopal Christians in Norwood.  
 
So it’s important for us to be brought up short, to have schedules and plans cast aside and be reminded 
over and over: 

Work as if everything depended on you; pray as if everything depended on God. 

So it has been for the past; so it will be for the future. 
 
In the January Grace Notes letter, I observed that we have only five more years together as rector and 
parish before my canonically-required retirement.  Now is the time to plan our Bucket List. We need to 
prayerfully discern what our five-year Bucket List could be. Given God’s grace and ample time, we can 
possibly dare some quite wonderful things. Who would like to join the last enrollment in our Education 
for Ministry class this fall? Are there teens who would like to create a Confirmation Class this fall? What 
new events or revived programs would be good for the Sunday school? Where would our Young at Hearts 
group like to travel to next? Shall we have overnight retreats every year open to anyone in the parish? 
What about parish involvement in a Habitat for Humanity build-a-house or an Appalachian Service 
Project to repair homes with low-income families. 
 
And in all we have done, are doing, and hope to do—let us always 

Work as if everything depended on you; pray as if everything depended on God. 
 

The Rev. R. John Brockman 
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WARDENS’ REPORT 
 

It is that time of year again, where we reflect on the events of this past year and pray for the future of our 
Church.  We continue to ensure our expenses are as low as possible while seeking new ways to increase 
income.  This past year, we undertook the Christmas tree sales, Cookie Walk and Christmas Gift Shoppe.  
The Christmas Tree Sale remains our biggest fundraiser.  Thank you to John Stanley, at the last minute, 
for saving this fundraiser by acquiring a new tree supplier.  Thank you to all our volunteers for making all 
these events happen.   
 
Outreach efforts, including the Souper Bowl of Caring, Socks for the Homeless, Community Service Day, 
Norwood Day, Food Pantry collections, Adult Literacy Program Ornament Sale and Food Pantry Toy and 
Book Collection allowed Grace Church to fulfill its mission to assist those who are in need. 
 
Several new families have joined Grace Church and our Sunday school has grown by leaps and bounds.  
The Sunday school continues with their wonderful work and Fr. John has continued with the ever-popular 
Children’s Chapel.  Thank you to Leslie Grant and all her helpers in making the Chapel and Sunday 
school classrooms an inviting place for the children.  Our Healing Ministry has been busy offering prayers 
for healing to anyone who needs them.  We are so grateful to the volunteers who give their time for all 
these important programs. 
 
Once again, special thanks to the Audit Committee of Cathy Noble, Eric Bedard and Phil Swain.  Thank 
you to Carolynn Escher, Assistant Treasurer and Carol T. Johnson, Treasurer for insuring strong internal 
controls and providing an excellent reporting process. 
 
We continue with property improvements both inside and outside of our church.  John Stanley, Fr. John, 
Dave Button and Ed Gosselin help keep this place going.  From lawn maintenance and clean up, 
shoveling off the steps and walkways, putting up storm windows, cleaning out gutters, boiler room clean 
out, ceiling tile replacement, foundation patching, handling various inspections, garage cleanout, and our 
first ever firewood pile for parishioners to name just a few.  We appreciate all you do to keep our building 
and grounds in shape. 
 
Thank you to our Grace Church Family for a wonderful 2018 and looking forward with love and prayers 
for a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful 2019. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Debra Nedder, Senior Warden 
David Button, Junior Warden 
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ASSISTANT TREASURER REPORT 
 

 
With the help of a financial team, we have kept the books for 2018. 
 
For 52 Sundays the counters have processed the contents of the collection plate and income received 
through the mail.  They have categorized each item so it could be posted correctly to the books.  My 
thanks to the counters:  Karen Stanley, Dave Button, Sue Jarrell, Phil Swain, Dave Escher, Katherine 
Wharton and Carol T Johnson. 
 
With the assistance of Karen Stanley, we have recorded the detail of all contributions from parishioners in 
the Servant Keeper program.  This allows us to provide individual recaps periodically through the year. 
 
With the assistance of Bob Parsons, we have processed and paid 280 invoices. 
 
Investment activity is also posted to the books quarterly. 
 
All church financial activity passes through our one checkbook.  Therefore, periodically I have provided 
recaps to committee chairmen, to report on their piece of the pie. 
 
Full financial reports are prepared monthly for the vestry. 
 
I consider the books of the church transparent, and welcome all questions. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Carolyn Escher 

12/27/18      
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ACOLYTE REPORT  
 

 
We have ended 2018 with having 5 members.  All of our members have been providing this service 
ministry faithfully to the Grace congregation for many years.  We are truly blessed to have them. 
 
The acolyte ministry is an important part of the worship service that takes place at Grace and it is a 
wonderful way to be part of that.  Being an acolyte is easy and fun, and can provide a person with a 
different perspective of the worship service. 
 
If you or someone you know is interested in this important role in our worship please let me or Father 
John know. 
 
I want to thank all of our acolytes for their service in 2018 to the Grace Church community.  Their service 
is a blessing. 
                                                                                              

Marsha McGettigan 
                                                                                             Acolyte Coordinator 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

In 2018 Sunday school was led by our wonderful teachers: Christina Hooper, Siuyien Mathews, and Liz 

Pierce. Attendance in the spring was approximately six students and increased to approximately 10 

students in the fall. Sunday school had one class in 2018 and served students in grades preschool through 

grade 5. 

Students were open, interested, kind, and curious as they explored the Godly Play Curriculum with 

Siuyien Mathews and Liz Pierce. Christina Hooper thoughtfully and creatively provided hands on art 

projects that coordinated with each lesson. Christina Hooper's beautiful mural in the parish hall now 

displays the names and handprints of the new students. Siuyien Mathews created Godly Play props, an 

integral part of the storytelling process. Liz Pierce encouraged students to reflect and wonder about the 

bible stories presented. Leslie Grant organized and brightened the classroom space and cleaned out the 

nursery. 

Easter and Thanksgiving baskets were organized and decorated by Sunday school for the food pantry. Ten 

families were served during each holiday. John Stanley engaged students in two planting projects in 2018. 

Cosmos and zinnias were planted in the butterfly garden in the spring; Tulip and Allium bulbs were 

planted in the fall. Father John led Children's Chapel, which had a healthy attendance in 2018.  

Students displayed compassion, kindness, and respect. They learned a sense of community by 

participating in Feast. They ask such thought-provoking questions that, even though they may be young, 

they teach us as we share the gospel with them. We are grateful to the families who attend, the teachers 

that lead, special assistance from the congregation, and the spiritual guidance of Father John. 

        

Submitted by,  
Leslie Grant 

Sunday school Coordinator 
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CHRISTMAS TREES AND WREATHS - 2018 

The Grace Church Tree Sale, now 31 years strong, had some challenges this year.  Our tree supplier for 
the last 28 years, Higgins Family Trees, was unable to deliver.  Citing some extreme weather issues in the 
spring that damaged new growth on the trees, they were forced to cut back production. A supplier was 
found, but at a higher cost.  The cost of $26 per tree was $3 dollars more than our premium tree of last 
year.  We did raise the prices by $5 each to make up for this. 
In addition, we were not able to find a variation in grades and sizes as we normally do and we were 
limited in the number of wreaths we could find. Also, our typical order of about 450 to 500 trees was cut 
back to a total of 379. 
 
Fortunately though, we were able to sell every tree in only 16 days. With total costs of $11,537.83 we 
were able to achieve sales of $19,419, netting a total of $7,881.17.  At this writing this net amount may 
increase (about $540), pending receipt of a refund from the supplier for a short shipment of 21 trees.  
 
As we move forward to year 32, some issues need to be addressed.  The sale requires a number of people 
that are able to lift, carry, cut and tie to vehicles.  Though we have many willing parishioners helping out, 
there is a severe shortage of people able to do the more “physical” tasks. 
 
We tried something new this year!  As part of our outreach to the local community we purchased 157 
Morrill Memorial Library ornaments to raise money for the Library’s local adult literacy program. Thanks 
to some very generous church members we were able to defray the total cost of the ornament.  This 
allowed us to donate all $10 (price of the ornament) back to the library.  In a joint effort between the 
church sales and the sales at the library, the church was able to sell 78 ornaments ($780) and the amount 
sold at the library pushed the total to over $1,000. 
 
I would like to thank again Bob Parsons for handling the money. Bob has been involved in all 31 years! A 
special thanks to Tracey Johnson for handling the publicity and signage in the corral. A big thank you to 
Manny Bravo and Brian McTeague for handling many difficult busy shifts as they have done for many 
years.  And thanks to approximately 30 other members of the parish that were able to volunteer during our 
selling season.  
 
 

Respectively submitted, 
John Stanley 
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FELLOWSHIP AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
We had another busy year.  
 

• Thanks to many parishioners who helped prepare and serve food, we shared a wonderful Shrove 
Tuesday pancake supper with music and fun.  

• We once again celebrated Mothering Sunday with traditional cakes.  

• Grace Church is blessed with a faithful group of coffee hour hosts providing refreshments after 
church services all year.  

• The Young at Heart luncheons continue to be attended and enjoyed by a faithful group. 

• The Cookie Walk and Christmas goods sale were successful and everyone enjoyed the great baked 
items and great deals on those special Christmas surprises. 

 
Special thank you to Eric Bedard for keeping our kitchen/coffee hour supplies stocked. 
We would also like to take this opportunity to remind all that as it is everyone’s responsibility to keep our 
church clean; if you use the kitchen/sink, fridge etc., please clean up afterwards. 
 
Thank you to all who assisted with fellowship in the past year. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Manny Bravo & Eric Bedard 
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MUSIC AND CHOIR REPORT 

A changing community, a changing music program 

The beginning of this year included all of the Grace Choir members. Later in the year, due to illness and 
family responsibilities, some of the members could not regularly participate at all the Sunday 10am 
services. Due to this change, more solos within pieces were given to active members, to change the 
texture of the music presented. Focus was given more to training listening skills of members so that the 
choir would have a smoother blend and remain sonorous. Each week the anthem could be a surprise of a 
quartet of 4 equal parts, well harmonized rounds, contemporary pieces with instrumental accompaniment, 
2 part pieces or full SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) choir. This helped both the choir and the 
congregation to become more exposed to a full range of musical textures and genres.   

The format for Holy Week this year followed along the lines of the past year, due to a successful program 
in 2017. Good Friday started with the Stations of the Cross accompanied with the singing of the “Stabat 
Mater” by the choir. Cellist, Thomas Rodman accompanied the Stabat Mater and also Psalm 22. He 
played a solo of Mozart’s Ave Verum accompanied by Paula King on piano. During the Offertory, the 
choir anthem was Paula King’s arrangement of Billings’ “When Jesus Wept”, which included choir, cello, 
piano and bells. The Grace choir was joined on Easter by soprano singer, Alyssa Germaine, Jake 
Galloway, on trumpet and who sung tenor with the choir and Michael Kaskiewicz on trombone. 

For the Blessing of the Animals, the choir focused on including all ages during the Family Service. 
Upbeat, catchy, family friendly tunes were sung, which included “We are a Part of All Creation”, “He’s 
got the Whole World in His Hands” and “All Things Bright and Beautiful.” Paula King’s composition 
“Bless the Creatures” was sung during the Offertory and accompanied by rhythm instruments.  

Helen Rintala donated $1,500 from her summer flower booth sales to support the St. Cecilia Music Fund. 
Thank you Helen for your hours of hard work and your generosity! It helps us enhance our Christmas and 
Easter program with special guest musicians. 

Sunday December 16th, a new introduction of the Advent celebration of “Las Posadas” was incorporated 
into the sermon. Choir members, Manny Bravo and Liz Wilson, acted as innkeepers and Dave Escher and 
Cathy Noble acted as the pilgrims looking for a room. They came forward and led each side of the 
congregation with a call and response style singing, while accompanied on Spanish guitar by Paula King. 
The lyrics were displayed on a projector screen for all to easily sing along. 

During the celebration of Christmas, preludes began with the choir singing and ringing, “Carol of the 
Bells” and “Ding, Dong Merrily on High”. Our own flautists Liz Wilson and Katie King joined trumpeter, 
Jake Galloway playing “A Christmas Medley” an arrangement written for flute, trumpet and piano. 
Grace’s talented Michele Daly also played clarinet during the service. During the Offertory, the beautiful, 
“Angel’s Carol” by John Rutter filled the church with angelic voices. Kiera Dent, Katie King and Alyssa 
Germaine sang solos as 3 angelic voices introducing the first 2 pages of the piece. 

Many thanks to all who actively support the music program and the choir in their dedication and service 
to enhance the worship experience. 

God’s Blessings and Peace and may your day be filled with song, 
Paula King, Music Directress 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

The Nominating Committee chaired by the Senior Warden, Debra Nedder, included committee members 
David Button, and Fr. John Brockmann.  Parishioners have been invited to self-nominate via Sunday 
announcements, service bulletins and the Grace Notes newsletter.  The committee would like to thank 
those who are continuing in their positions and our new nominees for their willingness to serve the church 
through these positions.  The following is a listing of nominated positions held at Grace Church, the 
positions term limits, name of person holding/nominated for the position and the year of term expiration. 
 
Those in bold are up for election at this meeting. 
Wardens:  (two-year term, maximum of two consecutive terms):  
 Sr. Warden Debra Nedder (second term Exp. 2020) 
 Jr. Warden David Button (second term Exp. 2021) 
Officers:    (Treasurer – two-year term, renewable for three terms;  

     Clerk – one-year term with six possible successive terms) 
Treasurer Carol Johnson (second term Exp. 2021) 
Asst. Treasurer Carolynn Escher (third term Exp. 2021) 
Clerk Susan Jarrell (fourth term Exp. 2020) 

Vestry:  (three-year term, maximum of two successive terms): 
 Fellowship  Seat Open (first term Exp. 2022) 
 Communication Tracey Johnson (first term Exp. 2021) 
 Stewardship John Stanley (first term Exp. 2021) 
 Outreach Sue Breen (first term Exp. 2022) 
 Worship Tracey Johnson (first term Exp. 2021) 
 Christian Ed Leslie Grant (first term Exp. 2020) 
Delegates:  Convention Delegates: (one-year term, maximum of three consecutive terms) 
 Delegate Carol Johnson (third term Exp. 2020) 
 Delegate David Button (fourth term, exception Exp. 2020) 
Deanery Delegates:  (one-year term, maximum of three consecutive terms) 
 Delegate Tracey Johnson (third term Exp. 2020) 
 Delegate Katherine Wharton (second term Exp. 2020) 
Parish Historian:  (one-year term, open ended) 
  Debbie Terry (Exp. 2020) 
Investment Committee:  (three trustees, elected for terms of three years, no term limit) 
  Robert Parsons (Exp. 2022) 
  Peter Loescher (Exp. 2021) 
  Brent Matthews (Exp. 2020) 
 
Term durations listed are per current Grace Church By-Laws (or, in the case of the Investment 
Committee, by a Vestry approved motion in April 1992).  Terms expire at annual meeting of year listed, 
or as provided by governing By-laws at time of position election.   
 

     Respectfully submitted, 
     Debra Nedder, Nominating Committee Chair 

 
We would like to thank the following officers of the parish whose terms are expiring with this meeting:  
David Escher, Outreach; Eric Bedard and Manny Bravo, Fellowship. 
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OUTREACH 
 
In December 2017, we supported the St. Rock Haiti Foundation, with a $2000 donation (with $1000 being 
raised by the parish and a $1000 matching grant from the Diocese). In 2018, we turned our focus to a 
local need, and supported the Literacy Program at Morrill Memorial Library. John Stanley designed 
Christmas ornaments that were sold alongside of the trees this year.  
 
Last January, $375 was raised for the Sue Cannon College Scholarship. 
 
The Souper Bowl of Caring on Super Bowl Sunday raised $237.82 for the Food Pantry. In March, 
the 2018 Socks and Flops drive collected 265 pairs of socks and 12 flip-flops to the Boston 
Health Care for the Homeless.  
 
May 2018, we supported the Norwood Community Service Day, by hosting a children’s craft 
table at the First Congregational Church. This event featured local service groups and churches as a way 
of promoting volunteerism, activism and community involvement.  
 
B-Safe Week (Our 11th Year)—Your helping hands and sponsorships provided lunches and a Friday 
fieldtrip for 85 inner-city campers meeting at the Church of the Holy Spirit in Mattapan. 
 
Grace Church continues to support the Norwood Ecumenical Food Pantry by holding monthly food 
collections, and this Christmas we conducted a Toy Drive for the Families of the Pantry, which helped 
add to their amazing collection of toys and books for Christmas. 
 

  

Submitted by,  
David Escher and Tracey Johnson  
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PARISH HISTORY  
 
Throughout 2018, along with our weekly worship services, we also celebrated births and baptisms, a 
confirmation ceremony, weddings and sadly also funerals and memorial services.  The Young at Heart 
luncheons continue to be well attended each month with special field trip opportunities.  The book club is in its 
fourteen year of eclectic reading selections, Healing Prayers are held monthly, and Education of Ministry 
(EfM) study finished its fourth year.  The Sunday school held services in the Children’s Chapel which 
afforded an opportunity for lay ministers to offer some stirring homilies from the pulpit, and the youth group 
met regularly throughout the year.  The Sue Cannon Memorial raffle benefited the scholarship fund for 
graduating seniors. 
 
Summary of some Grace activities throughout 2018: 
 

JANUARY:  The New Year started with frigid cold temperatures, a blizzard called a cyclone bomb and record 
flooding in Boston.  The Stations of the Magi service was celebrated on January 7 and the traditional historical 
service on January 14.  The annual meeting was held on January 28.  The month featured mostly cold 
temperatures with some warmer temps in the 50s mixed in; and both snow and heavy rain.  And the month 
ended with some additional snowfall. 
 

FEBRUARY:  There was a vestry retreat on February 3rd.  The lay ministers of the church were commissioned 
the next day and the Souper Bowl of Caring provided canned goods as well as monetary donations to the food 
pantry.  And unfortunately the Patriots lost to the Eagles in the Super Bowl later that day.  There was a 
pancake supper on February 13 (Shrove Tuesday) offered by the youth group.  Imposition of Ashes was 
presented at two Ash Wednesday services the following day.  A Lenten retreat led by The Rt. Rev Gordon 
Scruton (retired bishop of Western Massachusetts) was held on February 17 and kicked off this year’s Lenten 
program based on the book Strength for Journey: A Guide to Spiritual Practice.  Bishop Scruton is known as 
the bishop who gave us “Look for the face of the Lord Jesus in everyone you meet.” 
 

MARCH:   The month began with three more nor’easters and a second cyclone bomb.  March 13th was the 
snowiest March day in Boston history.  The 5-week Lenten program continued throughout the month.  The 
sock drive for the Boston Healthcare for the Homeless Program took place the entire month.  Mothering 
Sunday (aka Simnel Sunday) was on March 11 and Simnel Cake was distributed to mothers and at coffee 
hour.  The following Sunday, Epiphany in Walpole hosted a special deanery sponsored service against gun 
violence.  March was a cold month and recorded temperatures were lower than in February.  The month ended 
with Holy Week.  There was a parish Seder Dinner on Maundy Thursday as well as a home-based prayer vigil.  
There were Stations of the Cross for youth and adults on Good Friday.  Grace hosted our neighbors Emmanuel 
Lutheran for the Easter Vigil this year.  The Sunday school assembled Easter baskets filled with the essentials 
for an Easter dinner for food pantry clients. 
 

APRIL:  Easter was on April 1 and was followed by the annual Easter egg hunt.  The Sunday school took on a 
spring planting project in the butterfly garden outside of the Fowler Room.  The youth group participated in a 
confirmation retreat at the Barbara Harris Camp and Conference Center in New Hampshire.  A grounds 
cleanup was scheduled for April 29.   
 

MAY:  A deanery-wide confirmation was held on May 5 at All Saints Church in Ashmont.  The following day 
a special reception at coffee hour recognized Grace’s new confirmands.  Also on May 6 was a meeting to plan 
the next church year with all ministries encouraged to attend.  Grace hosted the Norwood Public Schools art 
sculpture show for the thirteenth year in our historic Sunken Garden on May 12 (a rainy spring day) but in 
spite of the rain the exhibit attracted its largest attendance.  Rogation (Dirt) Sunday fell on Mother’s Day (May 
13) this year and dirt was blessed for all our gardens.  The day was also the last service celebrated with Father 
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John before he embarked on this sabbatical pilgrimage of walks and bike rides in Italy, Ireland and Scotland.  
His longtime friend Father Bill Graham led services until Father John’s return on July 30. 
 

JUNE:  Recognition Sunday and the annual church picnic were held on June 3 with the summer schedule 
beginning the following week with one 9 a.m. service over the summer months.  Fundraising commenced for 
this year’s B-SAFE outreach program. 
 

JULY:  We again picked another hot and humid week for our B-SAFE week but it was enjoyed by all.  The 
rewarding week of B-SAFE in Mattapan with our partner Church of the Holy Spirit spanned the end of July 
and the first few days of August.  This year’s Friday field trip began at Patriots Place and ended with a pizza 
lunch and activities at Grace.   
 

AUGUST:  August was very quiet at Grace this year and was the hottest August on record with several heat 
waves and 100+ temperatures.  The summer was deemed the muggiest summer ever!   
 

SEPTEMBER:  Norwood Day provided the opportunity to showcase the activities of Grace on Saturday, 
September 8.  We returned to our regular worship schedule and registered children for Sunday School on 
September 9 which included Blessing of the Backpacks.  Boston recorded its fourth hottest summer on record. 
 

OCTOBER:  Blessing of the Animals started the month on October 7th.  No Walk with Grace this year since the 
number of walkers has been dwindling over the past few year.  The kickoff for the Stewardship campaign 
began.  And the Haunted Coffee Hour was not held this year.  A field trip to Forest Hills Cemetery was 
enjoyed by the Young at Heart group along with a couple of visitors on October 17.  A nor’easter added yet 
more rain to already drenched grounds.  A Recovery Service – 12 Steps to Healing started on Monday 
evening, October 1 and was also held the first Monday nights in November and December. 
 

NOVEMBER:  All Saints Sunday, November 4, celebrated our saints – past, present and future.  Hussam 
Qumsieh visited on November 11 at the 10 a.m. service and coffee hour to discuss the situation for Christians 
living in Palestine and offered handmade items for sale during coffee hour.  A fall cleanup was scheduled for 
Saturday, November 17 and the Christmas tree corral was set up in anticipation of the arrival of the trees and 
wreaths.  Wreaths were pre-ordered in expectation of the Christmas holidays.   But this year’s tree delivery 
was fraught with stress – our regular supplier of trees and wreaths took a hiatus.  John Stanley worked hard to 
find another supplier and the Grace traditional Christmas tree sale was saved.  John also introduced a new 
annual outreach project to benefit different organizations throughout Norwood.  This year sales of a Christmas 
ornament with the image of the Norwood library benefited the library’s literacy program.   
 

DECEMBER:  St. Nicholas made a visit to Grace on December 2.  Christmas tree sales were a success. Our 
talented bakers made hundreds of delicious cookies for the Cookie Walk on December 8. And an honor-
system Christmas Shoppe offered wonderful decorations and gifts at bargain prices.  On December 16 a Los 
Posadas service was celebrated for the first time at Grace.  Los Posadas commemorates Mary and Joseph’s 
difficult journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem in search of a warm place to stay the night. This year’s Blue 
Christmas ecumenical service was held at the First Congregational Church on December 19.  Christmas Eve 
was celebrated at the 6 p.m. family festival Holy Eucharist, with the choir making joyous holiday music.  The 
Service of Lessons and Carols was celebrated on December 30.   
 

I continue to serve on the Board of the Parish Historians Society (PHS) representing Grace Church and attend 
their annual meeting each spring.  I was the afternoon speaker at the 2018 annual meeting at Church of the 
Holy Spirit and gave a presentation on celebrating our history. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Deborah Terry, Parish Historian 
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PUBLICITY 
 

This past year included more exposure on Facebook, with posted pictures of events, announcements and 
new articles. In particular, a daylong vigil was conducted on Good Friday, with hourly postings of the 
Stations of the Cross. Notable photos included, Fr. John lighting the Paschal candle, which was shared by 
the Diocese, John Stanley touring the butterfly gardens with the Sunday school, and photos of Fr. John in 
Europe for his sabbatical.   
 
Throughout the year, several Facebook ads were placed to provide more visibility to Christmas tree sales, 
Food Pantry collections, Lent and Advent services and special events. We also placed several ads and 
event postings in the local paper and Norwood Patch website.  
 
This year, while at Norwood Day, we did our first “Facebook” Live event, with a brief video of the 
parade, and the Grace Church booth.  
 
Finally, the website continues to be updated with events and a special page that contains notes and videos 
highlighting the 2018 Lenten Study program, Las Posadas information, and monthly home page updates. 
 
 

Submitted by Tracey Johnson 
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RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND REPORT 
 

The Rector’s Discretionary Fund is used to help the needy in our community and to help finance non-
budgeted items that come along from time to time. 
Individual donations are always welcome and are tax deductible.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. R. John Brockmann 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening balance 1/05/18  $738.39 

 Memorial Designated Contribution $300.00 

Expenditures Purchase of a Dozen Stop & Shop $25 Gift Cards $300.00 

 Sponsorship of Literacy Christmas Ornaments $50.00 

 Contribution to Sai Baba $50.00 

 Deposit on February retreat (then repaid by participants) $350.00 

Closing Balance 1/08/19  $638.39 
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SAINT FAITH’S ALTAR GUILD 

Members of Saint Faith's Altar Guild set the Eucharist table each week and provide a clean and fresh 
environment for Holy Services.  In addition to the holidays and weekly services, members also provide their 
services for weddings, baptisms and funerals.  Thank you all for your devotion and continued service. 
 
In 2018, our director retired after years of faithful service. With the help of Debby Terry and Karen 
Stanley, two new members were added. Members are paired and serve on a 3-week rotation schedule.  I 
encourage anyone with an interest in serving to join the Altar Guild.  We will provide training. 
 
Based on a designated gift to St. Faith’s from a long-time Altar Guild member, Elizabeth Gleichauf, a 
properly-bound Altar Book replaced the a tattered 3-ring binder version we have been using. Her gift was 
memorialized in calligraphy in the inside flyleaf. 
 
Lastly, the number of Altar Flower and Sanctuary Candle donations are down.  Please consider making an 
offering for a week or sharing a week with another parish member.  Donations can be made for 
celebrations or blessings as well as memorials.  Just a reminder, there are no Altar flowers during Lent, 
but the Sanctuary Candles are available year round.  Sign-up calendars are posted on the bulletin board 
next to Father John’s office.  Checks can be made out to “St. Faith’s Altar Guild” and placed in the 
offering plate.  The suggested donation is $30 for flowers and $6 for candles. 
  

Faithfully submitted, 
Lillian Johnson 

Saint Faith’s Altar Guild Member 
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STEWARDSHIP 2019 
 
The 2019 Grace Church Stewardship campaign has concluded with a total of 37 pledging units with a 
total of $76,049.  Compared to 2018, this is an increase of $58 and a net decrease of 2 pledging units. The 
2019 total is short of our $80,000 goal.   
 
Following are some of the more specific details: 

• 8 pledges were GREATER than last year. 

• 4 pledges were LESS than last year. 

• 21 pledges were the SAME as last year. 

• 2 pledges were NEW this year 

• 2 pledges were RETURNING this year (pledged in 2017 but did not pledge in 2018). 

• Three parishioners that pledged in 2018 passed away during the year. 

• At this writing, 3 pledgers from 2018 have not pledged in 2019. 
 
Thank you all, once again, for your generous support. We have a great “giving spirit” here at Grace, not 
just financially, but with all of the functions and events that just wouldn’t run properly without the 
volunteer effort of so many members.  
 
Unfortunately this year, three members of our parish family passed away.  All three were great supporters 
of our church.  One member, Nancy Fleming, was a member of the Stewardship committee.  She will be 
missed by all of us. 
 
Thanks to the co-members of the Committee, Deb Morton and Phil Swain, for all their assistance this 
year. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
John Stanley 
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WORSHIP 
 

Lent 2018 included a visit from Bishop Scruton kicking off our weekly Lenten study; 2018 Lenten 
Reflections from Strength for the Journey, A Guide to Spiritual Practice by Renee Miller. Prayerful topics 
were led by Fr. John and members of the congregation including; Paula King with Music as Prayer and 
Eddie Gosselin with Prayer and Movement (Tai Chi). Other topics included Centering Prayer and 
Discursive prayer.  
 
Holy Week included Good Friday with music during the Stations of the Cross. Easter services included an 
ecumenical worship service for the Great Easter Vigil, including a co-celebration with Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church and First Congregational Church. Easter Sunday was as glorious as ever, with music, 
flowers and wonderful celebration. 
  
This past fall, Eddie Gosselin and Father John created a Recovery Liturgy- 12 Steps to Recovery. This 
special service was held the first Monday of the month, for three months. This liturgy provided a place to 
celebrate the Eucharist supporting individuals facing the challenges of substance abuse.  
 
Our Blue Christmas Service was replaced with the Longest Night town-wide ecumenical worship service 
at the First Congregational Church. This service supported those struggling with the Christmas season, 
which is an especially difficult time for those who have lost loved ones, struggle with depression or 
anxiety, or who have experienced significant traumas.  
 
Advent of 2018, Father John led us through a Las Posadas journey, which demonstrated how Mary and 
Joseph knocked on doors to find a place to stay, but were turned down by inn keepers. This demonstration 
helped us see that what happened to Joseph and Mary is now happening at our borders.  
 

Submitted by Tracey Johnson 
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Parish Register 20Parish Register 20Parish Register 20Parish Register 2018181818    
 
 

BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms    
    

Chloe Sandra McCue 
Charlotte Elizabeth Loescher 
August James Loescher 
Luke Morgan DeMarco 
Ella Grace Falcone 

 
 

ConfirmationsConfirmationsConfirmationsConfirmations    
    

Alexandra Giordano Bedard 
Olivia Giordano Bedard 
Maxwell Louis LeBlanc 

Shannon Lindsay McGettigan 
Patrick Shamus McGettigan 

 
 

Funerals and MemorialsFunerals and MemorialsFunerals and MemorialsFunerals and Memorials    
    

Mary Scott 
Elizabeth Gleichauf 
Ethel Thompson 
Nancy Fleming 
Betty Anne Stokes 

Craig Stetson Sullivan 
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PAROCHIAL STATISTICS 2018 
 

 20__ 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Average Sunday 

Attendance 
 76 74 61 63 57 56 57 50 48 

Easter Sunday 
Attendance 

 213 182 128 160 188 186 202 129 166 

           
Number of Sunday 89 96 93 90 86 92 91 90 

Holy Eucharists Weekday 13 8 14 14 14 8 6 9 

Communions Private 16 21 34 33 26 36 16 35 
Daily Office Sunday 3 5 8 5 2 7 4 6 

           
Marriages  3 2 1 1 2 1 2 1 1 

Burials  3 4 5 8 7 5 6 5 6 
Baptisms  5 8 7 5 3 8 3 4 5 

Confirmations 
& Reception 

 0 0 0 0 0 4 3 0 5 

           
Church School & Youth 

Group Enrollment 
     19 23 25 17 14 

           

Active Baptized 
Members as of 12/311 

 247 233 236 239 239 245 248 230 210 

Communicants in Good 
Standing2 

 179 181 182 186 186 192 223 205 190 

Communicants in Good 
Standing Under 16 

 23 25 24 27 22 26 25 23 25 

Households as of 12/31  102 102 102 104 102 105  103 99 95 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
1 An Active Baptized Member is, according to the canons of the National Church, a baptized person who has attended church at 
least once during the calendar year. 
2A Communicant in Good standing is, according to the canons of the National Church, a baptized member who contributes 
financially, attends church three or more times per year, and volunteers for a ministry in the parish. 
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